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This Monitoring Report contains information retrieved by Aliénor during our 

weekly monitoring of relevant sources for EUSA. We accompany each new item 

either with excerpts or summaries, when more context is deemed necessary, or 

both. This document is confidential and, destined for EUSA and its members only, 

and should not be made publicly available. 
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CHEMICALS 

➢ REACH 

• Volumes of chemicals subject to authorisation drop by 45 % in a decade 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA’s new report takes a deeper look at the substances of very high concern (SVHCs) for 

which companies applied for authorisation during 2010-2021. 

The agency’s analysis estimates that in 2021 the combined volume of these substances 

placed on the EU market is 45 % less than it was in 2010. For example, the production and 

import of five phthalates (BBP, DBP, DIBP, DEHP and diisopentyl phthalates) and 

trichloroethylene are estimated to have decreased by more than 90 % in roughly a decade. 

These findings support earlier conclusions made in the 2021 report: REACH authorisation 

cuts SVHC uses. 

The report can be found in the link laid out in the source. 

 

• EU Commission to drop chemicals law reform as a gift to polluters 

Source: EEB 

The 2023 work programme, finalised in a meeting of heads of cabinets on 14 October 

evening and set to be adopted in the College of Commissioners on 18 October, is set to delay 

by a year the start of REACH reforms from the last quarter of 2022 to the last quarter of 

2023. But this delay is far more significant than ‘just one year’: with European Parliament 

elections set for May 2024, the delay is effectively “game over” for REACH reform in this 

legislature and under this Commission, said the European Environmental Bureau (EEB), 

which has seen the leaked programme. No complex reform has ever been completed in such 

a short period of time. Therefore, Ursula von der Leyen Commission is effectively killing the 

reform in response to German chemical industry pressure, EEB said. 

 

• Handbook on Authorisation process for SVHCs 

Source: ECHA 

This handbook describes the different phases of the authorisation route, which starts when 

Member States or ECHA – at the request of the European Commission, proposes a substance 

to be identified as an SVHC by submitting an Annex XV dossier. Following identification of a 

substance as an SVHC (Article 57), it is added to the Candidate List (Article 59) for potential 

inclusion in the Authorisation List (Annex XIV, REACH).  

ECHA regularly assesses the substances from the Candidate List to determine which ones 

should be included in the Authorisation List as a priority. Based on ECHA’s recommendations 

(Article 58), the European Commission decides on the substances to be included in the 

Authorisation List (Annex XIV) and on the final entries (sunset date, latest application date, 

review period, exemptions). 

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2082415/change_of_tonnage_of_axiv_substances_2010_21_en.pdf/fe2ac921-8d75-34f8-d3ea-53fff665ea69?t=1666079838875&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20221019
https://eeb.org/eu-commission-to-drop-chemical-regulation-as-a-gift-to-big-polluters/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17071/reach_authorisation_handbook_en.pdf/35ba0e16-89ab-4e3d-6609-7049428318fb
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• Minutes of the 79th Meeting of the Member State Committee (10 – 11 Oct 22) 

Source: ECHA 

As reported in a previous EU Monitoring Report, the 79th Member State Committee meeting 

took place on 10 – 11 October 2022. The minutes are accessible through the link above. The 

Technical Agreements for Biocides (TAB) collects the general agreements of the Working 

Groups (WG) that are not yet included in any other BPR related guidance. These WG 

agreements are not the official view of ECHA, nor are they legally binding. 

Proposals to include, revise or delete entries will be open for commenting by the WG 

members in the frame of the commenting of general minutes of each WG meeting, to which 

TAB entries are added in an Annex. After the commenting period, ECHA will revise the TAB if 

necessary, and publish it on the ECHA website. 

 

➢ Biocides 

• Publication of the latest version of the Technical Agreements for Biocides – 

Environment (ENV) 

Source: ECHA 

The latest issue (October 2022) of the TAB – ENV has been published. The Technical 

Agreements for Biocides (TAB) collects the general agreements of the Working Groups (WG) 

that are not yet included in any other BPR related guidance. These WG agreements are not 

the official view of ECHA, nor are they legally binding. 

Proposals to include, revise or delete entries will be open for commenting by the WG 

members in the frame of the commenting of general minutes of each WG meeting, to which 

TAB entries are added in an Annex. After the commenting period, ECHA will revise the TAB if 

necessary, and publish it on the ECHA website. 

 

➢ CLP 

• Final draft agenda of the 7th Meeting of the Committee for Risk Assessment 

Working Group on Harmonised Classification and Labelling (RAC-63 CLHWG) (24-

27 October) 

Source: ECHA 

The Committee for Risk Assessment Working Group on Harmonised Classification and 

Labelling will meet from 24 to 27 October. 

Relevant points on the agenda: 

• Item 4 – Harmonised classification and labelling (CLH) 

- 4.1. Hazard classes to be proposed for agreement without plenary debate (A-

list) in RAC-63 

o Ozone: hazards to the aquatic environment 

- 4.2. CLH dossiers 

 

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/15939816/minutes_msc-79_en.pdf/f8f66d38-94f7-d4c3-6b15-41ee2e61eedc
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/b1dd024e-349e-4dbf-8e8f-910c3414492c/ENV-TAB_DB_2022_10_14.pdf
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2200976/rac-63_clh_wg_draft_agenda_en.pdf/05a4222e-5900-a550-fd4a-04834612cfed?t=1666094000387
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➢ Health 

• Beating cancer cannot be achieved without strengthening our chemicals law 

Source: Euractiv 

MEPs Véronique Trillet-Lenoir and Martin Hojsik published a tribune calling for the 

strengthening of EU chemicals regulation in terms of health protection, while ensuring the 

competitiveness of the chemicals industry. 

Cancer is the first cause of death in many EU countries and it is expected that 40% of EU 

citizens will face it during their lives. However, almost one in two cases of cancer can be 

prevented. 

That is why prevention was one of the main pillars of the European Parliament’s report on 

strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer. To improve it, the Parliament called for a 

strengthening of REACH and a swift implementation of the Chemicals Strategy for 

Sustainability. 

The two MEPs also blame EPP for placing placing advertising calling for a regulatory 

moratorium singling out for example REACH, under the disguise of easing the burden on 

businesses. 

 

 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/opinion/beating-cancer-cannot-be-achieved-without-strengthening-our-chemicals-law/
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SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ Climate 

• Renewables: EBC endorses cross-sector call for an EU solar rooftop mandate 

Source: EBC 

On 19 October, 18 European organisations including representatives of solar photovoltaics 

(PV), construction SMEs, NGOs, cities, electric contractors, electric vehicles (EV), solar thermal 

and renewable heating sectors have issued a joint statement addressed to EU Energy 

Ministers and the European Parliament to call for an ambitious EU solar mandate. EBC 

contributed to the drafting of the statement and has offered its endorsement, noting the key 

role that construction SMEs are playing in the installation of solar systems atop Europe’s 

rooftops. 

 

The initiative comes following the proposal in May 2022 by the European Commission for an 

EU Solar Rooftop Initiative, as part of REPowerEU plans to disentangle the continent from 

fossil gas dependency. In this vein, the Commission proposed additional amendment to a 

number of legislative files under revision, including the Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive (EPBD). To maximise the potential of the EU Solar Rooftop Initiative within the EPBD, 

the joint statement calls for a strong mandate for on-site solar installations in the EPBD, on 

the basis of the proposal put forward by the European Commission. 

 

The statement advocates for an EU solar requirement on all new and renovated buildings, 

as well as existing non-residential buildings. Signatories point to the need for a mandate to 

accelerate the solar roll out to support Europe’s independence from fossil fuels, protect 

Europeans from price volatility, and achieve European climate goals. 

 

 

➢ Energy 

• Energy Crisis: The EU Chemical Industry Is Reaching Breaking Point 

Source: Cefic 

Cefic released a position paper calling on European Commission and Member States to 

immediately design and implement closely coordinated pan-European measures to limit the 

impact of energy prices vis-à-vis competing economies, increase energy supply and 

incentivise reductions in energy consumption, which both target the upcoming winter and 

prepare for 2023 and beyond.  

“We are approaching the point of no-return: if no emergency solution to the energy prices is 

provided to our sector, we are not far off the breaking point. Hundreds of businesses in the 

chemical sector are already in survival mode and we have started seeing the first closures. 

We need action now.” says Marco Mensink, Cefic Director General. 

The position paper with proposals can be found through the link above. 

https://www.ebc-construction.eu/2022/10/20/renewables-ebc-endorses-cross-sector-call-for-an-eu-solar-rooftop-mandate/
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/energy-crisis-the-eu-chemical-industry-is-reaching-breaking-point/
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➢ Construction 

• Construction 2050 Alliance on the EU taxonomy and the transition to sustainable 

construction 

Source: FIEC 

The European Construction Industry Federation hosted a public event on sustainable finance 

and the impact of the EU taxonomy on the construction sector. Following the event, they 

released a press release stating 6 key messages outlined during the event:  

1) The taxonomy underlines again the construction’ sector’s huge potential for achieving 

the EU Green Deal goals 

2) The taxonomy may offer a European approach of ‘sustainable construction’ based on 

existing EU regulations and European sustainability assessment standards, but some 

criteria should be improved, and reporting methodologies clarified 

3) The taxonomy can set a new benchmark for competitiveness of the construction 

sector 

4) The taxonomy must create the conditions of mobilising capital to support the 

transition to sustainable construction 

5) Sustainability reporting obligations under the taxonomy must be simple and 

proportionate 

6) Non-alignment with the taxonomy must not cut off companies from financing and 

funding. 

 

 

https://www.fiec.eu/fiec-opinions/press-releases-1/construction-2050-alliance-calls-eu-taxonomy-create-conditions-support-transition-sustainable-construction

